Dickens Manuscripts at Dickens House 
. 48 Doughty Street., London. 


Foreword 
by 
Leslie C. Staples 
Hon. Editor of The Dickensian. 


When the comparatively obscure young journalist, 
Charles Dickens rocketted to fame with the publication 
of The Pickwick Papers, the author seems to have been 
confident of the sel aine quality of his success but yet 
did not appear to appreciate the ultimate value of his 
manuscripts. That of Pickwick was distributed, often 
in single sheets, among his many friends and only a few 
are now known to exist. The MSS of Oliver Twist and 
Nicholas Nickleby were treated in the same way but a 
great deal more of them have survived. After that 
Dickens presented the MSS of nearly all his major works 
to his life-long friend and biographer, John Forster: 
the two last to be completed he gave to other friends. 
Forster's collection is intact at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in Londons the MS of Great Expectations is at the 
Wisbech Museum in Cambridgeshire, and that of Our Mutual | 
Friend is in the Pierpont Morgan Library in New York. I 
is curious that the MSS of the earliest major works not 
in the Victoria and Albert Museum were written, in part 
at least, at 48 Doughty Street, now the Dickens House, 


and owing to the munificence of two benefactors, portions 


of all three are in the collection there: one sheet of 
Pickwick and a complete chapter of Nickleby were presented 

e late Comte de Suzannet of Lausanne, the celebrated: 
Dickens collector, and a fragment of Oliver Twist by Mr. 
G.S.Nottage, the son of a former Lord Mayor of London who 
was a notable collector of Dickensiana. 


These MSS are all included in this film together with 
others at the Dickens House = those of an Introduction to 
Dombey, Our Commission, Dickens's preamble to the first — 
issue of his periodical Household Words, The Schoolboy's 
Story, which apoeared in All the Year Round and later in 
Reprinted Pieces. | 


Also included in this film is a fragment of a proof 
corrected by Dickens, Dickens's recénsion of-an articie,. 
Women in the Home, by Angela Burdett Coutts, the special 
licence for the novelist's marriage (his bride was a minor), 
entries by Dickens of the births of his children, in a 


family bible, and the only known letter of Mary Hogarth,. 


Dickens greatly loved sister-in-law who died at Doughty 
Street at the age of seventeen. 


Dickens's autograph letters at the Dickens House form 


the subject of another film. 
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_ Beareely ‘strong. -;In this classical direction @ 2 
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the mathematics - that: 
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‘that fourteenth problem “as id you 
anda tone coming inte ee. NO answer. 
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Later i in the 
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“to bring yamr judgment book. And on rare 
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Portion of an article by Percy Fitzgerald entitled 
 Auteb tography of a Small Boy" which appeared in 
"All the Year Round", August va5th, & 22nd. 1868, 
with corrections in the of Dickens. 
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3 Copy in the nandwr iting of Charles Dickens of "The Influence Exereised by 
Women 4n the Home” by The Baroness Burdett-Coutts. 


Frank 8, Johnson 
sented to The Dickens House in Loving Memory of Irs. ° 
"4 feeae membership of The Dickens Fellowship gave her much happiness) 
by her 1947, 
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Gilliam... by Divine Providened, of CANTE RBURY,). 


Primate of ENGLAND, To our in CH RIST, 


2 


GRACE and HEALTH. WIBERLAS ye are, as it is i ged, resolved to proceed 


to the Solemnization of true and lawful Matrimony _— Es 


9 


‘a 
and that you greatly desire that the same may ” ® solemnized in the Face of the Church: We oi enced 
willing’ that these yeur honest Desires may the more speedily obtain a due Effect, and to the-end jf 
therefore that this surge may be publicly and lawfully }m-the Parish Church of 


> 


by the Rector, Vicar, or Curate thereof,, without the Publication or Procheiiities of the Banns} 
of Matrimony, provided there shall ap a4 no Impediment of Kindred or Alliance, or of any other |) 
lawful Cause, nor aly Suit commenced in any Ecclesiastical Court, to bar or hinder the Proceeding of) 
the said Matrimony,according to the Tenor of this Licence: And likewise, That the Celebration of thie e 
Marriage be had and done publiclyin — — _ the aforesaid Church between the 
| Hours of Eight and Twelve in the Forenoon. We, for lawful Causes, graciously grant this our |) : 


gLicente and FF aculty, as wel you the Parties contracting, as to the Recror, VICAR, | 


| Curate, or Minister, of the aforesaid Parish who is designed to solemnize 
the Marriage between you, in the Manner §and Form above specified, according to the Rites of | 
& Book of Prayer, set forth @pr that Parpose, by the Authority of Parljament. 


GOGAT wndey the Seal of our Vicar General this Day 
C1r2 _~ inthe Year of our One Thousand Eight Hundred’ and Thirty-six, and in 
Eighth You our Translation. 
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